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“I just looked in the box and there are four 
legs not two.” 
 
A bat is born  

Naked and blind and pale. 

His mother makes a pocket of her tail 

And catches him 

He clings to her long fur 

By his thumbs and toes and teeth. And then the mother dances 

through the night 

Doubling and looping, soaring, somersaulting 

— Her baby hangs on underneath 

Russell Jarrell 

 

 

 Bob, Martin Bob and Jude went on a spending spree at 

Screwfix for the Luton Project. We went back to Martin’s 

to sort out the bills before Bob and I had to rush off to do 

something else and so we asked Martin if he would mind 

doing a bat call. Someone had found a bat at Slip End Off 

airport parking at 1am, when it had just fallen out of the 

sky at their feet.  Martin agreed to pick it up from a house 

in Luton. I stocked him up with some more pip and BLEB 

leaflets and headed home. 

An hour later he rang complaining  “You gave m the 

wrong leaflets” which was his way of saying he had 

picked up a Noctule. It had damaged its wing. Martin 

took it home and he and Tanya kept a close eye on it and 

after some advice from Heidi Cooper- Berry a trip to the 

vet resulted in the information that the wing was broken 

but was healing well, and that probably all that was 

needed was time. 

The Noctule is a beautiful creature as this photo by 

Martin shows. It ate like a horse and soon no mealworm 

was safe. Martin and Tanya got a bit concerned as she 

seemed very hungry all the time and got ever fatter. Then 

just as abruptly she lost her appetite and began behaving 

oddly. 

Then one evening I got one of the most hilarious phone 

calls I’ve ever had. Martin is usually a man who takes all 

life has to throw him either by taking it in his stride or by 

being very cross. This time he was neither as he uttered 

the now unforgettable words “I just looked in the box 

And there are four legs not two.” It took me a minute to 

realise what he meant – our captive Noctule had given 

birth. 

 

We then dashed off to John’s roost and those present got 

ever do excited and insisted I buy a “Congratulations on 

your new baby” card. 

 

Tanya posted pictures of mum and baby on the 

newsgroup and on the Bedfordshire Bat Group Facebook 

page. 

 
Jude sent snaps to bat minded friends like a proud 

grandmother. The universal response is that is brilliant 

news. 

 

Martin has made a point of emphasising just how good 

Tanya is at handling the Noctule. It takes a special kind of 

relationship for a mother bat to be happy to trust her pup 

to a human who wants to check its weight and peer at its 

genitals, and she has worked wonders with mum.  

 

On June 1st Natelee Hazlewood from the Luton News 

went round to the O’Connors’ to meet the newborn. 

Natalee achieved the previously impossible and got 

Martin to pose for the camera. This newsletter had to go 

to press before I got a copy of the article so I can’t include 

the photo here (much no doubt to Martin’s relief) but you 

can view the video at 

http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/541/VIDEO-Just-batty-

for-mum.6336998.jp  for film of mum dragging a 

shopping trolley sized bat behind her. On June 4th the 

youngster weighed in at 10grams and Tanya confirms it 

is a boy. 

 

  
Mum and 2 day old baby 
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Because of her injuries mum will probably have to be a 

permanent captive but Tanya and Martin plan to move 

heaven and earth to get the young one to a stage where it 

can be safely released. 

 

Photos by Martin O’Connor 

 

We will post more pictures on the newsgroup and the 

Bedfordshire Bat Group Facebook page. 

 

 
mum  suckling her newborn 

 

Editor’s Note 

Since we wrote this article, we have managed to release  junior 

back into the wild and mum has become an educational bat. Yu 

can read more about the pair of them in more recent articles 

from the newsletter 


